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Almighty God, we give You thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of 
vesper light; and we implore You in Your great mercy that, as You enfold us with the

radiance of Your light, so You would shine into our hearts the brightness of 
Your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord dispel the darkness of our hearts, 
that by Your brightness we may know You to be the true God and Eternal Light, 

living and reigning forever and ever. Amen.

Prelude   

Call to Worship    Psalm 113:1-3

  Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, who stand by night in the house   
  of the LORD! Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the LORD! May the LORD,   
  Who made Heaven and earth, bless you from Zion!

Hymn    Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (see page 6)

Responsive Reading  Psalm 51:1-12

 Minister: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to Your   
   abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
 People: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!

E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  A T  6 : 0 0  P . M .

evening vesper Meditation
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 Minister: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
 People: Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight,
   so that You may be justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment.
 Minister: Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.
 People: Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, and You teach me wisdom   
   in the secret heart.
 Minister: Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than   
   snow.
 People: Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that You have broken rejoice.
 Minister: Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
 People: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
 Minister: Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
 People: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.

Hymn    God Be Merciful to Me (see page 7)

Evening Prayer

Congregational Prayer of Confession

Minister: Most holy and merciful Father, we acknowledge and confess before You our sinful   
   nature prone to evil and slothful in good, and all our shortcomings and offenses.
People: You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from Your ways;
Minister: in wasting Your gifts;
People: in forgetting Your love;
Minister: in blindness and hardness of our hearts toward those in suffering and want;
People: in indifference toward justice and mercy;
Minister: in arrogance and all the evil ways of our selfishness and pride.
People: Have mercy upon us, O God, according to Your loving-kindness. 
Minister: According to the multitude of Your tender mercies blot out our transgressions.
People: Create in us a clean heart, O God. 
Minister: Renew a right spirit within us.
People: Cast us not away from Your presence and take not Your Holy Spirit from us. 
Minister: Restore unto us the joy of Your salvation; and uphold us with Your Spirit;
People: Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
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Prayer Response  We Long to See You      Words and Music: Wendell Kimbrough

At "We Long to See You," children are dismissed to attend their classes.

Evening Scripture Lesson 2  Kings 25:1-12

And in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came with all his army against Jerusalem and laid siege to 
it. And they built siegeworks all around it. 2 So the city was besieged till the eleventh year 
of King Zedekiah. 3 On the ninth day of the fourth month the famine was so severe in the 
city that there was no food for the people of the land. 4 Then a breach was made in the city, 
and all the men of war fled by night by the way of the gate between the two walls, by the 
king's garden, and the Chaldeans were around the city. And they went in the direction of the 
Arabah. 5 But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king and overtook him in the plains of 
Jericho, and all his army was scattered from him. 6 Then they captured the king and brought 
him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah, and they passed sentence on him. 7 They slaughtered 
the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah and bound him in 
chains and took him to Babylon. 8 In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month—that 
was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon—Nebuzaradan, the captain 
of the bodyguard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 9 And he burned the 
house of the Lord and the king's house and all the houses of Jerusalem; every great house he 
burned down. 10 And all the army of the Chaldeans, who were with the captain of the guard, 
broke down the walls around Jerusalem. 11 And the rest of the people who were left in the 
city and the deserters who had deserted to the king of Babylon, together with the rest of the 
multitude, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried into exile. 12 But the captain of the 
guard left some of the poorest of the land to be vinedressers and plowmen.
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Homily  INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF LAMENTATIONS Mr. Howell
Lamentations 1

1. The Writer of Lamentations

2. The Book of Lamentations

3. The Audience for Lamentations

4. The Christ Who Lamented

Prayer

 The Lord's Supper

 Invitation to and the Fencing of the Table

Participation requires your reverence and attention, discernment of the Lord’s Body, a 
clear understanding of the meaning of the Lord’s Supper, meditation on Christ’s suffering 
and death, self-judgment, sorrow for sin, desire for Christ, feeding on Him in faith, trusting 
in Him, rejoicing in His love, giving thanks for His grace, renewal of your covenant with 
God and commitment to Christ, and your special love to all Christians.

 Hymn of Preparation Come to Jesus (Rest in Him) (see page 8)
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 Confession of Our Faith  The Nicene Creed
  
  We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, and of all 
  things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
   God, begotten of His Father  before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very
  God of very God, begotten, not made,  being of one substance with the Father, by
   Whom all things were made; Who for us and for our salvation came down from
   Heaven; and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made   
  man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried;  
  and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into   
  Heaven; and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with   
  glory, to judge both the living and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
  And we believe in the Holy Ghost; the Lord and Giver of life; Who proceeds from the
   Father and the Son; Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
   glorified; Who spoke by the prophets; and we believe in one holy catholic and
   apostolic church; we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and we
   look for the resurrection of the dead; and the life of the world to come. Amen.
 
 Prayer of Humble Access

 Words of Institution

 Serving of the Meal

 The Prayer of Thanksgiving

Hymn    He Will Hold Me Fast (see page 9)

Benediction

Congregational Response   He Will Hold Me Fast 
 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast;
For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast.
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4. Gra

God Be Merciful to Me (Ps. 51)
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Come to Jesus (Rest in Him)
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Words: Verses 1-2, Ada Habershon (1861-1918); Verse 3, Matt Merker

h = 56

Music: Matt Merker

© 2013 Getty Music Publishing (BMI) / Matthew Merker Music (BMI) (Admin. by musicservices.org) 

CCLI Song #7016161
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Making a Joyful Noise
Devotional Thoughts on Congregational Singing

Let God speak directly to His people through the Scriptures, 
and let His people respond with grateful songs of praise. 

 –Martin Luther

Commanded to Sing

 Scripture contains many exhortations to sing to God. Repeatedly, we are 
encouraged to be a singing people with more than 400 references to singing in the Bible 
and at least 50 direct commands to sing. Just as we are told to study the Scriptures, to pray, 
to give, to take communion, so we are commanded to sing with the saints. It is interesting 
and mysterious that this particular activity is commanded, both within and outside of 
worship. God’s commands are good for us; there are so many spiritual benefits we receive 
from singing and ‘making melody in your heart’ (Ephesians 5:19).

Sing to the Lord a new song, His praise in the assembly of the saints (Psalm 149:1).

The command is not to sing just to ourselves or by ourselves, but as part of “the assembly of 
the saints” – that is, in the company of other believers and with your church. It is not a 
metaphorical, or optional, or seasonal suggestion, but a clear directive from our Lord and 
Savior to sing as a regular part of our worship life, primarily and especially with other 
believers. Just as we are called to gather together every Sunday for worship, so we are 
called to sing when in His presence. If we neglect singing, corporately or individually, we 
neglect communing with the Lord, and with His saints.

Within any assembly, we may sing songs that we may not have chosen because they are not 
our favorite, to arrangements or with accompaniments that we may not have chosen. On 
such occasions, we need to be willing to lay down our own tastes for the good of the wider 
assembly. For as long as we have the health and the ability, we are each called to sing with 
the people of God, and to love the people of God enough to sing; dying to ourselves and 
glorifying the Lord in the process.

Liberally taken from Sing!, How Worship Transforms Your Life, Family and Church, by Keith 
and Kristyn Getty, chapter 2, pp 13-15.
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