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Almighty God, we give You thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of 
vesper light; and we implore You in Your great mercy that, as You enfold us with the

radiance of Your light, so You would shine into our hearts the brightness of 
Your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord dispel the darkness of our hearts, 
that by Your brightness we may know You to be the true God and Eternal Light, 

living and reigning forever and ever. Amen.

Prelude   

Call to Worship   Psalm 95:6-7

 Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
 For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. 

Hymn    I Will Wait for You (see page 5)
    
Evening Prayer

E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  A T  6 : 0 0  P . M .

evening vesper Meditation
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Congregational Prayer                       Adapted from Joseph Alleine (1634-1668)  

Minister: O Lord God, take our hearts in Your hand.  Our hearts are too hard, and we are too   
   weak.
People: Do not give up on us, O Lord.
Minister: Just one word from You -  You Who has the key of David.  You Who opens what   
   no person can shut.
People: Open our hearts and come in, O King of Glory.
Minister: Make our souls Your captive. Come and pardon. Come and convert. Come and   
   teach. Come and sanctify. Come and save us.  
People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.  Amen.

Prayer Response  We Long to See You
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Psalm Reading   Psalm 130 

 Minister: Out of the depths I cry to You, O LORD! O Lord, hear my voice!
     People: Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy!
 Minister: If You, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But with You  
   there is forgiveness, that You may be feared.
 People: I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His Word I hope.
 Minister: My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more than   
   watchmen for the morning. O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD   
   there is steadfast love, and with Him is plentiful redemption.
     People: And He will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.

Hymns   Pass Me Not O Gentle Savior (see page 6)
     Eternal Weight of Glory (see page 7)
     In Christ Alone (see page 8)

At the last stanza of "In Christ Alone" children are dismissed to attend their classes.
 

Evening Scripture Lesson                            Philippians 2:5-11
     
     5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 Who, though He was 
     in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 
     Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being 
     found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
     death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the Name
 that  is above every name, 10 so that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, in Heaven   
 and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to   
 the glory  of God the Father.

Homily    HOLD ON LOOSELY The Reverend Kurt Cooper
–

A sermon outline can be found on page 9.
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Closing Prayer 
 
Benediction

Congregational Response Revelation 22:21-22 

He Who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”
He Who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”

“Surely I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come Lord Jesus. Amen. Come Lord Jesus, come.
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CHORUS

INTRO: ENDING:

 

I Will Wait for You (Psalm 130)
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Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior
Word - Fanny Crosby

Music - W. Howard Doane
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Enternal Weight of Glory
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HOLD ON LOOSELY
Philippians 2:5-11

1. Paul's Prescription

2. Christ's Humility

     A. Not grasping but emptying

     B. Taking the form of a servant

     C. Obedience to the point of death on a cross

3. Christ's Exaltation

     A. The Name above every name 

     B. Universal acknowledgement

4. So what?
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Making a Joyful Noise
Devotional Thoughts on Congregational Singing

Let God speak directly to His people through the Scriptures, 
and let His people respond with grateful songs of praise. 

 –Martin Luther

Created and Designed to Sing

 We are a singing people because it is how God has created us. We are all singers. We may not 
all be very good singers, but we are all created to be singers nonetheless (Psalm 139:13-14). 
God designed our psyche for singing. He gave us minds to judge pitch and lyric; to think through the 
concepts we sing; to engage the intellect, imagination, and memory, and to remember what is set to 
a tune. Almost all of us can remember more lyrics set to music than memorized Scripture. God has 
formed our hearts to be moved with depth of feeling and a whole range of emotion as the 
melody-carried truths sink in, convicting us of the Lord’s nature, and our own.

Christian singing begins with the heart, not on the lips (Ephesians 5:19). He is far less concerned 
with your tunefulness than your integrity. Singing with your whole heart may not manifest itself in 
loud, or at times even audible singing, but it is the bare minimum of what our Lord requires. If we 
view singing in worship as communing with our Lord, we will not settle for mumbling, merely 
listening, or performing for our neighbors in the pew. Instead, we will be so thrilled with the beauty 
of His holiness, the truths of the text, and the remembrance of His grace that we will forsake our 
image and only seek to glorify His. Whatever your ability is, bring it all before the Lord and enjoy 
Him through this most gracious and beautiful gift of communicating with Him!

God does not mind how well you sing, but that you sing as part of the ultimate choir – the 
congregation. No audition is required and everyone can be and should be in it. The true beauty of 
such a congregational choir is that our voices and our hearts are knit together in praise. It is 
exhilarating to be part of a body of believers singing truth together. Your voice may not be of a 
professional standard, but it is of a confessional standard.

We are all singers. Some have talents that allow them to sing with beautiful tone and good pitch, 
while others have talents to sing with their soul. What a beautiful sound we all make as singers to 
our heavenly Father’s ears as we join our voices in worship. 

Liberally taken from Sing!, How Worship Transforms Your Life, Family and Church, chapter 1 pp 1-5.
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Visitors
We are honored to have you as our guest today. Please complete the information 
on our Friendship Register (by scanning the QR code) so that we may respond 
properly to your visit.


