
concluding the lord's day in worship
t r i n i t y  p r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h

may 21, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.



Almighty God, we give You thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of 
vesper light; and we implore You in Your great mercy that, as You enfold us with the

radiance of Your light, so You would shine into our hearts the brightness of 
Your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord dispel the darkness of our hearts, 
that by Your brightness we may know You to be the true God and Eternal Light, 

living and reigning forever and ever. Amen

 

Prelude   

Call to Worship   Psalm 9:11, 14

 Sing praises to the Lord, Who sits enthroned in Zion! Tell among the peoples His deeds!  
 Recount all His praises and rejoice in His salvation. 
 
Hymn    We Will Say In That Day (see page 6)

E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  A T  6 : 0 0  P . M .

evening vesper Meditation
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Congregational Prayer                                  Adapted from Every Holy Moment 

Minister: Breathe upon our worship, O Spirit of God.   
People: Grant each of us a place to humbly receive and to faithfully serve, that we   
    might know in this brief gathering a foretaste of that greater communion   
   yet to come.
Minister: O Father, enlarge our hearts.  
People: O Spirit, expand our vision.
Minister: O Christ, establish Your kingdom among us. 
People: Be at work even now, O Lord.

 
Prayer Response  Trinity Song
 

 
Psalm Reading   Psalm 108 (selected verses)      

 Minister: My heart is steadfast, O God! I will sing and make melody with all my being!   
   Awake, O harp and lyre! I will awake the dawn!
     People: Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let Your glory be over all the earth!
 Minister: I will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the peoples; I will sing praises to You 
   among the nations. For Your steadfast love is great above the heavens; Your 
   faithfulness reaches to the clouds.
 People: Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let Your glory be over all the earth!
 Minister: That Your beloved ones may be delivered, give salvation by Your right hand and 
   answer us! Oh grant us help against the foe, for vain is the salvation of man! 
   With God we shall do valiantly; it is He Who will tread down our foes.
     People: Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let Your glory be over all the earth! 
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Hymns   Behold Our God (see page 7)
     Pearly Gates (see page 8) 
       
The Commissioning of the Athens, Greece, Mission Trip Team

 The Introduction of the Team          
 

The 2023 Athens, Greece, Team
Susan and Allen Clark 

Laurie Armstrong 
Lynn Henry 

Lucy and Fred Johnson 
Isobel Waring

  
The Explanation and Goals of the Trip

The Commissioning Vows

1.  Do you believe in One God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—and do you confess anew 
the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord and acknowledge Him Head over all 
things to the Church, which is His body?

2.  Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of 
God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice?

3.  Have you concluded in good conscience, as far as you know in your own heart, that 
you do seek the position of a servant on this mission work out of love to God and a 
sincere desire to promote His glory in the gospel of His Son?

4.  Do you promise to perform faithfully all the duties given you in this short-term  
mission project, as unto the Lord?

The Prayer of Commitment 

Hymn    Christ Our Hope In Life and Death (see page 9)
 
At the last stanza of "Christ Our Hope In Life and Death," children are dismissed to attend their classes. 
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Evening Scripture Lesson                             Selected Scripture 
     

And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight 
and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. – Genesis 2:9

22 Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us in knowing good and 
evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—” 
23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from 
which he was taken. 24 He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed 
the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. 
– Genesis 3:22-24

17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 18 She is a tree of life to 
those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called blessed. – Proverbs 3:17-18

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and whoever captures souls is wise.  – Proverbs 11:30

Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life.  – Proverbs 13:12

A gentle tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit.  – Proverbs 15:4

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I 
will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. – Revelation 2:7

22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side 
of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves 
of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  – Revelation 22:1-2

Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and 
that they may enter the city by the gates.  – Revelation 22:14

And if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his 
share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.  – Revelation 22:19



| 5 |

 
 

Homily    FAKE PLASTIC TREES Mr. Cooper
Selected Scripture 

 I. What is the Tree of Life?                

 A. Genesis

 B. Revelation

 II. The Tree of Life and Proverbs

 A. Wisdom (3:18)

 B. Speech (15:4) 

 C. Fulfillment (13:12)

 D. Righteousness (11:30) 

 III. So What?    
 
Prayer 
 
Benediction

Congregational Response    Joy of Jesus 
      

May the joy

      
of Je sus be with

 
you.-

    
May the joy

      
of Je sus be with

  
you.-

    
May you know

       
the joy of Je sus,

       
and may the joy of Je

     
sus bewith

  
you.- -

The Joy of Jesus
                                          Music and Words by
Rich Mullins, Lowell Alexander and Phil Nash 
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We Will Say In That Day
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God, seat ed on His
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Behold Our God 
 Written by : Jonathan Baird, Meghan Baird, 

Ryan Baird, Stephen Altrogge
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Repeat Last Time

   

 
.
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(C)	Getty	Music	Publishing	(BMI)	/	Messenger	Hymns	(BMI)	/	Jordan	Kauflin	Music	(BMI)	/	Matthew	Merker	Music	(BMI)	/

Getty	Music	Hymns	and	Songs	(ASCAP)	/	Love	Your	Enemies	Publishing	(ASCAP)	/	Admin. 	by	MusicServices.org
CCLI	Song	#	7147512	/	CCLI	License	#	11604360
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CHRIST	OUR	HOPE	IN	LIFE	AND	DEATH

Keith	Getty,	Matt	Boswell, 	Jordan	Kauflin,
Matt	Merker,	Matt	Papa
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Christ Our Hope in Life and Death
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Making a Joyful Noise
Devotional Thoughts on Congregational Singing

Let God speak directly to His people through the Scriptures, 
and let His people respond with grateful songs of praise. 

 –Martin Luther

Compelled to Sing

 We are created to sing and, because of the gospel of the Lord Jesus, compelled to 
sing.  Compelled is a strong and convicting word.  In the letter to the Corinthians, Paul 
writes “For Christ’s love compels us” (2 Cor. 5:14-15).  Our motivation to sing comes from so 
much more than ourselves – our likes, our comfort levels, our musical tastes and 
preferences.  Intrinsically, it’s driven by the One Who died and was raised.  It is driven by 
a heartfelt desire to convey gospel truth to those of us who already know it and need to be 
refreshed and renewed by it, and to communicate it to those who don’t yet know, but who 
might be drawn to Christ through seeing and hearing people who clearly mean it because of 
the way that they sing about it.

 Praise is prompted by – compelled by - the revelation of something glorious.  The 
gospel is the revelation of the most glorious truth in history.  Jesus came so that we might 
know Him, the truth, for “the truth will set you free” (John 8:32).  We were slaves to sin, but 
Christ died for our sins and rose to give us new life (John 8:36; Rom 5:8).  The gospel is a 
declaration of eternal freedom.  It is a revelation that compels us to respond, and part of our 
response will be to sing.

 Christ has broken every chain of sin that was tied around us and that we couldn’t 
even see until He opened our eyes to see them.  And we were not just freed from something, 
we were freed for something – to glorify Him, to live the life God designed us to live, to 
know life in all its forever fullness.  We sing because we are free to run from all that tore us 
apart and to run to all that makes us whole.

Liberally taken from Sing!, How Worship Transforms Your Life, Family and Church, by Keith 
and Kristyn Getty, chapter 3, pp 21-25.
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Visitors
We are honored to have you as our guest today. Please complete the information 
on our Friendship Register (by scanning the QR code) so that we may respond 
properly to your visit.


