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E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  A T  6 : 0 0  P . M .

evening vesper Meditation

Almighty God, we give You thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of 
vesper light; and we implore You in Your great mercy that, as You enfold us with the

radiance of Your light, so You would shine into our hearts the brightness of 
Your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord dispel the darkness of our hearts, 
that by Your brightness we may know You to be the true God and Eternal Light, 

living and reigning forever and ever. Amen. 

Prelude 

Call to Worship   Psalm 136:3-4

 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for His steadfast love endures forever;
 to Him who alone does great wonders, for His steadfast love endures forever.
 
Hymn    My Heart Is Filled With Thankfulness (see page 6) 

Evening Prayer 
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Corporate Prayer of Thanksgiving  Book of Common Worship (1946)
 
      Almighty God and Heavenly Father, we glorify You. 
 We bless You for the kindly fruits of the earth, which You have given for our use.  
 Teach us, we beseech You, to remember 
 that it is not by bread alone that man shall live, 
 and grant us evermore to feed on Him who is the true Bread from Heaven, 
 even Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with You and the Holy Spirit, 
 be all honor and glory, world without end, Amen.

Prayer Response  The Lord Our God Is Good 

Psalm Reading   Psalm 100
 
      Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
 Serve the Lord with gladness!
  Come into His presence with singing!
 Know that the Lord, He is God!
 It is He who made us, and we are His;
  we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.
 Enter His gates with thanksgiving,
 and His courts with praise!
 Give thanks to Him; bless His name!
  For the Lord is good;
  His steadfast love endures forever,
  and His faithfulness to all generations.
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Hymns   God’s Unchanging Hand (see page 7)
     Come Unto Jesus (see page 8)
     All I Have Is Christ (see page 9) 

 
At the last stanza of "All I Have Is Christ," children are dismissed to attend their classes.

Evening Scripture Lesson    Luke 15:11-32 
      pew Bible, page 1112      
 11 And He said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, 
‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between 
them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far 
country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent 
everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs.
16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more than 
enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. 
Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was 
still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed 
him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and
put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 
found.’ And they began to celebrate.

25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music 
and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said 
to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received 
him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated 
him, 29 but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed 
your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But 
when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened
calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was 
fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”
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Homily    BRING IT ON HOME TO ME Rev. Kurt Cooper
The Parables of Jesus, Part XI

Luke 15:11-32

Prayer

Benediction 

Congregational Response  Turn Your Eyes  

Turn your eyes to the heavens,
Our King will return for His own

Every knee will bow, every tongue will shout
“All glory to Jesus alone!”

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in His wonderful face

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace.
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Sermon Notes 
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WORDS: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, 2006
MUSIC: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, 2006; arr. Mark Rice
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Come Unto Jesus

Words adapted from "Come Ye Disconsolate"
by Thomas Moore and Thomas Hastings (Public Domain)

Original Words and Music by Jordan Kauflin, Matt Merker and Laura Story
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All I Have is Christ
Words and Music by

Jordan Kauflin 

(go to verse two)
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Making a Joyful Noise
Devotional Thoughts on Congregational Singing

Let God speak directly to His people through the Scriptures, 
and let His people respond with grateful songs of praise. 

 –Martin Luther

Compelled to Sing

 We are created to sing and, because of the gospel of the Lord Jesus, compelled to 
sing.  Compelled is a strong and convicting word.  In the letter to the Corinthians, Paul 
writes “For Christ’s love compels us” (2 Cor. 5:14-15).  Our motivation to sing comes from so 
much more than ourselves – our likes, our comfort levels, our musical tastes and 
preferences.  Intrinsically, it’s driven by the One Who died and was raised.  It is driven by 
a heartfelt desire to convey gospel truth to those of us who already know it and need to be 
refreshed and renewed by it, and to communicate it to those who don’t yet know, but who 
might be drawn to Christ through seeing and hearing people who clearly mean it because of 
the way that they sing about it.

 Praise is prompted by – compelled by - the revelation of something glorious.  The 
gospel is the revelation of the most glorious truth in history.  Jesus came so that we might 
know Him, the truth, for “the truth will set you free” (John 8:32).  We were slaves to sin, but 
Christ died for our sins and rose to give us new life (John 8:36; Rom 5:8).  The gospel is a 
declaration of eternal freedom.  It is a revelation that compels us to respond, and part of our 
response will be to sing.

 Christ has broken every chain of sin that was tied around us and that we couldn’t 
even see until He opened our eyes to see them.  And we were not just freed from something, 
we were freed for something – to glorify Him, to live the life God designed us to live, to 
know life in all its forever fullness.  We sing because we are free to run from all that tore us 
apart and to run to all that makes us whole.

Liberally taken from Sing!, How Worship Transforms Your Life, Family and Church, by Keith 
and Kristyn Getty, chapter 3, pp 21-25.
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VISITORS
We are honored to have you as our guest today. Please complete the 
information on our Friendship Register (by scanning the QR code) so 
that we may respond properly to your visit.

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

to all who mourn and long for comfort;

to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to all who will come,

this church opens wide her doors and offers welcome

in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.


