
1:1  Introduction – Why answer these questions?

 Unbelievers have good questions

 Christianity has good answers

 We are commanded to give answers
  
  but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to  
  make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in  
  you; yet do it with gentleness and respect…1 Peter 3:15

  We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge  
  of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,  2 Corinthians 10:5

  And have mercy on those who doubt.  Jude 22

1:2 Word of Caution

 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of  
 this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. But we        
 impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages  
 for  our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they  
 would not have crucified the Lord of glory… Now we have received not the spirit  
 of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand   
 the things freely given us by God. And we impart this in words not taught by     
 human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those  
 who are spiritual.
 
 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they  
 are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are          
 spiritually discerned. 1 Corinthians 2:6-16 

1:3 How do you know that God exists? 
 
      Atheism             Mono-Theism                    Poly-theism
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1:4 Atheism

 1.  Argument from creation

 2.  Argument from design

 3.  Argument from moral law

 4.  Argument from the idea of a perfect, necessary being – ontological argument

 5.  Transcendental Argument

1:5 Other views of God

 1.  Poly-theism – there are many gods

 2.  Deism – God made the world and left it alone

 3.  Pan-theism – The world is god

 4.  Finite godism – God exists, but is not perfect
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