
The Chains That Bind Us

  T________________________________

 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used  
 to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of
 the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also
 lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its
  desires and thoughts. Ephesians 2:1-3

 Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to
 devour. 1 Peter 5:8

 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride
 of life—comes not from the Father but from the world.  1 John 2:16

  Sinful ________________________________________

 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old
 self,which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the at 
 titude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true  
 righteous ness and holiness. Ephesians 4:22-24 

 I________________________________________

 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires  
 that  battle within you?  James 4:1

 Lack of  ________________________________________

 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life
 and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring
 may live, Dt 30:19

Counterfeit Solutions to True Freedom

 The  _______________________________ Approach

 The ________________________________ Approach

 S________________________________________________

We Can Follow God’s Plan
  The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me
 to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
 to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners
 Isaiah 61:1
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FINDING FREEDOM
Free From Sin’s Presence and Power



 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God,the
 benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life.  Romans 6:22

 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12
 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.
 13 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness,but
 rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life;
 and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness.14 For
 sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under
 grace.  Romans 6:11-14

  1.  Address ______________________  to Change

  Unconfessed _______________________________________
  S_____________________________________________________

  Failure to ___________________________________________

  F________________________________  Self

 2.  ______________________  you have died with Christ  
  For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled 
  by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.
  Romans 6:6

 3.  ______________________  yourself dead in Christ
  In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 
  Jesus. Romans 6:11

 4.  We take our sin nature to the _____________ to die and ______________  
 ourselves to God.
 Offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and
 offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness.  Romans 6:13

 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For
 the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and
 death.  Romans 8:1-2

 5.  ______________________  in the Spirit
 For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but
 under grace.  Romans 6:14

Holy and merciful God, in Your presence I confess my sinfulness, my shortcomings, and 
all my offenses against You.  You alone know how often I have sinned in wandering from 
Your ways, in wasting, Your gifts, in forgetting Your love.  Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
for all I have done.  By the blood of Jesus Christ, Holy God, we groan at our weaknesses, 
and we ask for forgiveness.  Your word is so clear, and Your grace is so sufficient.  But we 
close our ears to Your call, and with our perverse pride we foul the gifts You have given 
us.  Like Paul, we know what You require of us; yet, like Paul, what we do is not the good 
we want to do, and the evil we do not want to do we keep on doing.  How long, Lord, will 
we continue to ignore Your will?  Yet You provide streams of living mercy; You invite 
us again and again to live renewed lives.  So we turn again to the cross, the empty cross, 
to the stone rolled away, to the indwelling Christ and the empowering Holy Spirit.  We 
receive Your cleansing; we receive You death on our behalf; we receive the life of Christ 
anew.  Come, Lord Jesus, and live Your life in us.  Amen.
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