
Jeremiah 17:5-10
 This is what the Lord says: “Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who draws 
 strength from mere flesh and whose heart turns away from the Lord. That person
 will be like a bush in the wastelands; they will not see prosperity when it comes.
 They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land where no one  
 lives. “But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. 
 They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream.
 It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a
 year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” The heart is deceitful above all things
 and beyond cure. Who can understand it? “I the Lord search the heart and  
 examine the mind, to reward each person according to their conduct, according to 
 what their deeds deserve.”

 Life as God sees it:

 ________________________________________;    ______________________________________; 

 ________________________________________;   _______________________________________
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Weather
 You do not  ___________________ the weather of your life - Have you ever given
 orders to the morning, or shown the dawn its place?  Job38:12
 He does control the ________________________  ___________________ of your life - 
 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 
 ground outside your Father’s care.  Matthew 10:29
 Circumstances are a result of God’s _____________, not man’s ________________ - 
 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth.  His disciples asked him, 
 “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  “Neither
 this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the 
 works of God might be displayed in him.  John 9:1-3
 Circumstances ______________________ determine the outcome - No temptation
 has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he 
 will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are  
 tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.   
 1 Corinthians 10:13

Thorns 
 Thorns = _________________ – Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is 
 lawlessness.  1 John 3:4
 Thorns are tied to larger _______________________________ in our life – I do not 
 understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.  
 Romans 7:15
 Thorns come from our ___________________ - What comes out of a person is 
 what defiles them. For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil 
 thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, 
 deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly.  All these evils come 
 from inside and defile a person.  Mark 7:20-23

Christ
 “If you love me, keep my commands.   And I will ask the Father, and he will give
 you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. 
 The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But 
 you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you 
 as orphans; I will come to you….On that day you will realize that I am in my
 Father, and you are in me, and I am in you….Anyone who loves me will obey my
 teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our 
 home with them.  John 14:15-24

Fruit
 You have put on the new self.  Colossians 3:10
   
Our Part v. God’s Part
 God searches, we ___________________________ - Search me, God, and know my
 heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if there is any offensive way
 in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  Psalm 139:23-24
 God speaks, we ________________________________ – “You have the words of 
 eternal life.”  John 6:68
 God leads, we ___________________________________ – In all your ways  
 acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths.  Proverbs 3:5-6  
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